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Media Advisory

For immediate release

September 6, 2005

Anacostia Residents to Rally for Closed Library on September 7 – Protesting 20 months without Library
What: 
Rally to Protest 20 Months without Library Service in Anacostia
When: 
Thursday, August 31, 2006 from 5-7pm

Where: 
Anacostia Public Library, 1800 Good Hope Road, SE
	Who:
	The Save DC Libraries Coalition has brought together a wide range of endorising organizations, DC officials, civic associations, and resident associations in Anacostia calling for the reopening of their local library in the absence of interim services and the cancellation of plans for rebuilding.


The summer’s 'crime emergency' has further highlighted DCPL’s ongoing failure to provide promised interim services, depriving vulnerable youth and seniors of computer access and other programs. Crime reduction means paying attention to our youth, guiding them, and

giving them something positive to do and libraries are one good place to begin this.

New Chief Librarian of DCPL, Ginnie Cooper, will speak in her first opportunity to directly address the frustration of citizens in a neighborhood whose many low income families rely heavily on the library’s resources.  Councilmembers and this election's candidates were invited to speak at the open mic alongside activists and concerned residents.

Closed for rebuilding on December 31, 2004, the Anacostia branch library has remained shuttered and unused along with three others: Benning, Tenley, and Watha T. Daniel/Shaw. DCPL’s Trustees terminated the contract to rebuild the four libraries, citing rising construction costs after Hurricane Katrina and calling the plans 'not good enough.' Library activists have questioned the authority of the Board of Library Trustees to cancel publicly vetted plans for which City Council had appropriated funding. DCPL paid more

than $3 million dollars for plans it does not now intend to use.

This rally is the second in a series to protest the apparent indefinite postponement in replacing four closed libraries and no-light-at-the-end-of-the-tunnel delay in providing temporary services.
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Robin Diener – 202-387-8050
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