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PARENTS AND STUDENTS OF H.D. COOKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SAY 2.5 YEARS WITH NO WORK ON SCHOOL IS TOO LONG; PLAN FOR RALLY AND PRESS CONFERENCE

WHERE:  Front lawn, H.D. Cooke Elementary School, 2525 17th Street, N.W.

WHEN:  Tuesday, October 17th, 6pm

6:00  Rally and short statements from former and current students , teachers and parents

6:30  Busses arrive with students from the aftercare program from Cooke’s “swing space”

6:40  Press conference featuring parent leaders, student orators, a representative from the DC Public Schools, a representative from Councilmember Jim Graham’s office, and other community leaders.

7:15  Statements of support from DC candidates in November election.
Spanish and English translations provided throughout.
On Tuesday, October 17, parents, community members and students will rally to demand that DC Public Schools end their ongoing neglect of DC schoolchildren and begin the renovation of H.D. Cooke immediately

Since September 2004, the students of H.D. Cooke Elementary School have been bused from the front of their school to a "swing space," an alternative school near Howard University. Cooke was originally supposed to be renovated, with students returning within three years. However, two and a half years later, DCPS has not even begun the renovation. Bussing the students costs $1 million dollars each year, in addition to nearly an hour a day for each child bused. 
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