FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: John Coursey, 202-368-2286

ACTIVISTS OPPOSE AGENDA OF MINUTEMEN RALLY IN DC, SUPPORT IMMIGRANTS

WHEN: 10:30 am Friday, May 12, 2006

WHAT: Counter-protest of Minutemen rally at Upper Senate Park (Constitution Ave., between Delaware & New Jersey Aves.)
As the Minutemen Project Caravan finishes their national tour with a rally in Washington, D.C., local activists are preparing to oppose their racist, anti-immigrant message. Pro-immigrant forces will counter-protest the Minutemen’s planned rally at the Upper Senate Park, near the U.S. Capitol.
The Minutemen Project is a notoriously racist vigilante group which garnered national media attention with their mobilizations to “defend” the US-Mexico border. In the DC metropolitan area they have targeted day laborer sights, profiling workers that they suspect to be undocumented, and surveying and creating a threatening environment.

Across the country, the Minutemen have faced opposition to their ideas. In Greensboro, N.C., pro-immigrant activists forced the Minutemen to cancel a planned rally organized to publicize their caravan.  “The Minutemen have crossed the line,” said Immigrant Rights Now activist and Indian-American Nihar Bhatt.  “Immigrants have played a positive role in our communities and should be welcomed in this country.  They don’t deserve to be scapegoated.”
The Washington, D.C. demonstration against the Minutemen is being sponsored by Immigrant Rights Now, FMLN-Maryland, the DC-Statehood Green Party and the International Socialist Organization. As the movement for immigrant rights has brought millions of people onto the streets to demand justice, activists feel that the Minutemen’s racist message must not go unopposed.
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