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DC AREA RESIDENTS DECLARE THREE YEARS OF WAR 
THREE YEARS TOO MANY! 

Washington, DC – Just days after the announcement of “Operation Swarmer,” the largest air assault ever perpetrated on the Iraqi people, DC-area residents converged at the U.S. Naval Observatory and marched to Dupont Circle to mark the third year of an illegal and immoral war and demand that our troops return home now. The rally featured speakers, local artists and musicians, and citizens from all walks of life speaking out against an array of right wing policies. Speakers decried the administration’s shocking justifications for torture and extra-ordinary rendition, to its failure to support survivors of Hurricane Katrina, to its total disregard of crises in education, healthcare, and housing that threaten our national security.

Communities across the country and throughout the world organized events marking this tragic three year milestone. More than a dozen direct actions planned across country at Congressional offices, Pentagon, war profiteers, and military recruiting centers including a march and nonviolent resistance action at the Pentagon here in DC on Monday morning. A majority of Americans - and virtually all Iraqis - oppose ongoing occupation, which has already killed over 2,300 U.S. troops. Estimates for Iraqi deaths in 2004 – two years ago – range from 33,489 to over 100,000.  And more than 16,650 US troops have been injured in battle, many with life-altering physical and psychological injuries that will affect them, their families, and their communities for the rest of their lives.

Speakers at the rally included Laura Costas of Military Families Speak Out, David MacMichael, a former analyst for the Central Intelligence Agency; Tariq Khan, a U.S. Army veteran and counter-recruitment activist at George Mason University; and Rev. Graylan Hagler, Senior Minister of the Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ and National President of Ministers for Racial, Social and Economic Justice. 

Area residents also spoke. Steve Lane of Montgomery County said, “This war betrays America's ideals. It is immoral and illegal. It degrades us in the eyes of the world. It creates poster children for terrorism and makes us less safe.” According to Anne Bridgman of Arlington County, “It is time to…call attention to the many, many people who have died. Not just American soldiers, but also Iraqi civilians, and among them, thousands and thousands of children, truly the most innocent victims of this horrible, terrifying war.” 

Local organizers and sponsors included the Washington Peace Center; DC Anti-War Network (DAWN); Code Pink; Neighbors United for Peace and Justice; The Washington Ethical Society; Torture Abolition Survivor Support Coalition; Prince George’s County for Peace and Justice; Arlingtonians for Peace; North Virginians for Peace and Justice; DC-Troops Out Now Coalition (DC-TONC); the DC Guerrilla Poetry Insurgency; the DC Resistance Media Collective; World Can’t Wait; International Socialist Organization (ISO); DC Palestine Solidarity; and International Action Center (IAC) among others.
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