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THREE YEARS TOO MANY PRESS CONFERENCE – March 18th, 2006

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE SPEAKERS

· Rev. Graylan Hagler is the Senior Minister of the Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ and National President of Ministers for Racial, Social and Economic Justice. He has been an activist for civil and economic equality for decades. Before it started, he knew that war with Iraq would hurt not only the soldiers sent to fight, but also the people left behind to live with the economic fallout of a multi-billion dollar conflict. He has expanded his ministry and his mission to address an America at war.
· Laura Costas is a member of Military Families Speak Out and Veterans for Peace whose brother served in Iraq.  She often speaks out about veterans’ benefits and the need for improving services to the wounded. For her strong support of the Code Pink vigil at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Laura has been the focus of personal attacks by prowar bloggers.

· Tariq Khan is a U.S. Army veteran and counter-recruitment activist. He was also a George Mason University sociology major in September when he was arrested at the University for trespassing and disorderly conduct after standing next to a recruiter’s table holding a sign that read, “Recruiters Lie, Don’t be Deceived”. The university dropped all charges, but Tariq still hopes for an apology.

· David MacMichael is a former analyst for the Central Intelligence Agency. He is a member of the steering committee of the Veteran Intelligence Professionals for Sanity (VIPS). VIPS was founded in 2003 to speak out on the use of intelligence to justify the war. It is comprised of intelligence officers from analysis side and operations arms of the Central Intelligence Agency.
· Mouhamad Alem (moderator) is a DC based Arab American community activist who has helped organize grass root and worker's union opposition and alternative initiatives to counter militarism, corporate greed and government corruption in the Arab world, Europe and the United States. He is currently an active organizer with the DC Resistance Media Collective, the DC Guerilla Poetry Insurgency and the DC Community Action Network (DCCAN).
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