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Katrina Survivors, Members of Congress, Clergy, National Leaders and 
Progressive Activists Hold March and Rally to 
Stop Evictions of Evacuees, Protect Voting Rights and Promote HR 4197

African American Leaders to Challenge Legitimacy of Upcoming Elections in New Orleans

When/Where: 
Tuesday, March 14

1:00 – 2:00 pm:   
Press Conference at Rayburn House Office Bldg,Rm.2226 

                        
2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
Survivors and Allies March from Capitol to White House

            
3:00- Midnight   
Rally and Vigil in front of White House (in Lafayette Park)

What: Press conference, March, and Rally to support housing and voting rights of Katrina victims and the Katrina bill – H.R. 4197, “The Hurricane Recovery, Reclamation, Restoration, Reconstruction and Reunion Act”

Joe Black & Mia X, two survivors on the verge of eviction, will read a letter from the displaced to George Bush & Congress.

Invited Speakers: Ron Daniels (Institute for the Black World 21st Century). Rev. Yearwood (Hip Hop Caucus); Rev. Jesse Jackson (RainbowPUSH Coalition); Rev. Al Sharpton (Natl Action Network); Rep. John Conyers; Rep. Mel Watt; Rep. Maxine Waters; Rep. William Jefferson; Rep. Cynthia McKinney; Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee; Rep. Diane Watson, Kim Gandy (NOW); Richard Trumka (AFL-CIO); Jerry Hudson (S.E.I.U.); Bill Fletcher (TransAfrica Forum); Muriel Lewis (Natl. Assn. of Katrina Evacuees);Curtis Muhammad (People’s Hurricane Relief Fund & Oversight Coalition); Malik Rahim (Common Ground Relief Collective); Bruce Gordon (NAACP); Marc Morial (National Urban League); Melanie Campbell (Natl. Coalition for Black Civic Participation/Rebuild Hope Now).

On March 14, while President Bush sleeps peacefully in the White House, 7,000 now homeless families neglected in the wake of Hurricane Katrina will face eviction from hotels in Louisiana and Mississippi. Six months after the storm, FEMA still has failed to provide a viable plan for transitional or long-term housing. Moreover, over 300,000 New Orleans residents, many of whom were involuntarily displaced to 44 states by the federal government, face likely electoral disenfranchisement– shut out of elections for the representatives who will determine the future of their city. Congress appears suspended in legislative deadlock, having provided no viable relief for the most severely at risk.

Under the banner of the Gulf Coast Renewal Campaign (”GCRC”), hundreds of Katrina survivors will arrive in Washington, D.C. to march from Congress to the White House in solidarity with a broad-based coalition of allies with the following aims:

· Protest the Evictions – provide immediately accessible, affordable, viable housing

· Protect the Katrina Vote – ensure satellite voting for the displaced and accessible voter rolls        

· Pass the Katrina Bill (H.R. 4197) for comprehensive hurricane relief, reclamation, recovery and restoration for all Katrina survivors

Civil rights leaders will also challenge the legitimacy of the current electoral process, in post-Katrina New Orleans, whose defects undermine the integrity of the right to vote for all Americans.
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