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DC Groups Mobilize for Peace and Global Justice �on September 23-26





At a press conference at the National Press Club this afternoon, a broad spectrum of progressive activist and community groups presented plans for massive national demonstrations occurring Sept 23-26. In collaboration with an alliance of national anti-war groups, the DC community will demonstrate its opposition not only to the War in Iraq, but also the war’s various domestic and international policy effects, including the inadequate federal response to the devastation wrought by Hurricane Katrina.  Today, representatives from six groups discussed organized resistance against torture, military recruitment, and economic imperialism – and support for military families, politically conscious artists, housing rights, and racial justice.  


Jennifer Harbury of Campaign to Stop Torture unveiled plans for a mock torture trial on Sunday, Sept 25, featuring testimony from real torture survivors. Actor Martin Sheen will play the role of Donald Rumsfeld. Harbury observed “the complete disintegration of our moral goalposts,” recalling that “Congress confirmed as early as 1995 that my husband was captured and killed without trial by foreign agents paid by the CIA and trained by the U.S. military, indicating that torture is not the result of ‘a few bad apples,’ but rather a deplorably longstanding policy.”


Other organizers, such as Linda Leaks from Empower DC, highlighted the impacts of federal budget cuts imposed in the face of historic deficits exacerbated by tax cuts for the wealthy. Leaks observed the Bush Administration’s responsibility for widespread displacement of the working poor.  She suggested that “what’s happening to people of color in New Orleans is happening to poor people all over the country.  The Bush Administration has hamstrung not only the federal disaster relief infrastructure, but also the social services network on which many working Americans rely, sacrificing the working class and people of color to line the pockets of the rich.”


In addition, the Mobilization for Global Justice is also organizing events in conjunction with the weekend’s mass mobilizations. Noting that “the economic policies imposed by the U.S. on Iraq are identical to the global apartheid imposed on the rest of the global South by the IMF and World Bank,” Basav Sen offered details of a feeder march expected to visit an International Financial Institution before joining a march of anti-war groups which will in turn culminate in a historic concert, Operation Ceasefire.


Other speakers at the press conference included Dorie Southern from Northern Virginians for Peace and Justice, Military Families Speak Out, and Code Pink, who spoke of the “betrayal” of her son, who “joined the Army ROTC program to attend college and defend his country, not to invade foreign nations”; Adam Eidinger from Operation Ceasefire, who shared news of “reinvigorated cultural resistance unseen in the last generation”; and Damu Smith from Black Voices for Peace, who characterized the invasion and occupation of Iraq as “a tragic, ongoing, abject failure.”  They each highlighted www.septemberaction.org as offering various opportunities for concerned Americans to get involved.
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