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SEPTEMBER ACTIONS PRESS CONFERENCE – SEPTEMBER 14, 2005

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE SPEAKERS

· Jennifer Harbury is a Harvard-educated attorney  and the widow of Efrain
 Bamaca Velasquez, a Mayan resistance leader assassinated in Guatemala
 by high level military officials. Upon learning about her husband's  secret imprisonment and torture, she carried out an international  campaign which revealed the CIA's involvement in her husband's murder.  Harbury speaks on human rights and the history of U.S. intervention in  Guatemala.  
· Dorie Southern is a member of Military Families Speak Out, Northern Virginians for Peace and Justice, and Code Pink.  Her son serves in the U.S . Army, and her  daughters have been contacted by military recruiters.  She is a loyal American citizen, whose belief in a culture of life demands that she stand up to warmongers who start -- but do not take it upon themselves to fight -- in wars. In the face of an administration that sends the children of the middle class and the poor to do its dirty work, she believes that peace is patriotic. 
· Adam Eidinger is the coordinator and co-founder of Operation Ceasefire,
the free music festival at the Washington Monument on September 24, 2005. He has been a vocal critic of U.S. foreign policy over the past five years having been
an organizer of numerous street demonstrations both prior and following
the invasion of Iraq. In 2002 and 2004 Adam was the DC Statehood Green Party candidate for U.S. "Shadow" Representative.  He is also is a partner in the worker owned and operated Mintwood Media Collective and married to Alexis Baden-Mayer and father to Arundhati.  He may be reached at 202-744-2671 or  adam@mintwood.com

· Basav Sen works with the Mobilization for Global Justice in Washington, D.C.
He is a native of India, and has been involved in struggles for justice for more than a decade, with a particular emphasis on fighting corporate globalization, the IMF, and World Bank. He also has experience in immigrants’ rights struggles, housing justice struggles, community media, & political street theater.

· Linda Leaks  is the director of Empower D.C, whose mission is to enhance and improve the self advocacy of low income and working people. She also worked as  executive director of Project WISH (Washington Innercity Self-Help), and is planning a
Housing Feeder March for September 24th which will bring homeless and low-to-moderate income Washingtonians to the large gathering.
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· Damu Smith has worked tirelessly on the front lines of the anti-war and environmental justice movements for decades, having worked with the Wilmington Ten in the 70s and Greenpeace on environmental racism in the 80s.  Also a key leader in the anti- Apartheid movement has fought police brutality in Washington D.C and around the country as the founder of Black Voices for Peace, a grassroots organization fighting for peace and justice in DC and in the world.
· Mouhamad Alem (Moderator) is a DC based Arab American community activist who has been organizing around the cause of peace and justice for the past 9 years. Mr. Alem has helped organize grass root and worker's union opposition and alternative initiatives to counter militarism, corporate greed and government corruption in Arabia, Europe and the United States. Mr. Alem is currently an active organizer with the DC Anti-War Network (DAWN), the DC Resistance Media Collective, the DC Guerilla Poetry Insurgency, and the DC Community Action Network (DCCAN).
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D.C. Resistance Media Collective








