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COUNTER-INAUGURAL PRESS CONFERENCE - DECEMBER 21, 2004

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE SPEAKERS

· Gael Murphy serves on the executive committee of CodePINK:Women for Peace. She is also a member of the Board of Directors of the International Occupation Watch Center, and a steering committee member of United for Peace and Justice.  Ms. Murphy holds Masters Degrees in African Area Studies, Public Health and Fine Arts, and has worked as a public health advisor in Africa and the Caribbean.  She has recently visited Iraq on fact-finding missions, and greeted Dick Cheney during the Republican National Convention with a banner reading “Cheney and Halliburton, Making a Killing in Iraq.”

· Basav Sen is the World Bank Bonds Boycott Co-Coordinator at the Center for Economic Justice, and a member of Mobilization for Global Justice (MGJ). Mr. Sen is a native of India, and has been involved in struggles for justice for more than a decade, with a particular emphasis on fighting neo-liberal globalization, the IMF, and the World Bank. He also has experience in immigrant rights struggles, housing justice struggles, community media, and political street theater.

· Brian Anders has been a resident of Washington DC for the past twenty-one years and is a former homeless Vietnam combat veteran. He is the director of the Washington Peace Center and co-director of the Federal City College Shelter. Mr. Anders co-founded the Abraham House Youth mentoring Program, and also serves as a coordinator for the Zacchaues soup Kitchen and an Advocacy/Outreach Coordinator for Neighbors Consejo. Mr. Anders has been an advocate for the homeless for over eighteen years.

· David Lytel is the founder of ReDefeatBush.com, a federal political action committee that engaged thousands of volunteers nationwide to register tens of thousands of new voters in 2004.  A former member of the White House staff in the Clinton Administration, Mr. Lytel holds a Ph.D. in Government from Cornell and is a former Democratic elected official.  His current organizing projects include the January 20th ReDefeatBush Counter-Inaugural Ball at Dream, and the January 6th rally on Capitol Hill to support the challenge to Florida and Ohio's electors.

· Shahid Buttar (moderator) is a DC-based lawyer, hip-hop MC, and direct action organizer. Since graduating from Stanford Law School in 2003, his practice has included prolific impact litigation projects seeking both same-sex marriage rights in New York, as well as more effective federal campaign finance regulations.  Mr. Buttar has also organized several political artist collectives on both coasts, and worked with the Ruckus Society and Direct Action to Stop the War in San Francisco.
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