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PRESS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release – April 16, 2005


Contact:  Basav Sen:

(202) 997-0479 / basav@igc.org

     Lacy MacAuley:
(703) 850-5542 / butterfly@lacy.com
THOUSANDS DEMONSTRATE 
A BETTER WORLD IS UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Activists and organized groups from across the planet united today to demand accountability of the World Bank & International Monetary Fund (IMF), and to show “a better world is under construction.” After a press conference and rally outside the World Bank, thousands turned their backs on the Bank and marched through the city in a celebration of music, poetry, and community-oriented solutions.  The demonstration concluded with a second rally in Dupont Circle, and remained completely peaceful despite an immense and ominous police presence – funded by a cash-strapped District to which the World Bank owes $1.2 billion in back property taxes.

Organized by the Mobilization for Global Justice (MGJ) to coincide with the institutions’ spring meetings, people of all occupations, ages, and races joined millions of global voices supporting sustainable, decentralized, and empowering efforts to  alleviate poverty and achieve economic, social, environmental, and procedural justice.  

“In their 60 years of existence, the IMF and World Bank have ignored the voices of people worldwide, enriched multinational corporations, and plundered the Earth for its raw materials,” said Tia Swett from MGJ.  According to Monica Martins, a Brazilian sociologist and author of World Bank and the Land, “the World Bank’s policies have encouraged corruption while deepening poverty around the world.  In South America, workers have organized and mobilized to resist the Bank, and successfully addressed poverty in their own communities.” 

Virginia Setshedi from the Anti-Privatization Forum in Johannesburg agreed, saying that “continued resistance to neo-colonialism has already succeeded in changing the international agenda.”  Specific examples were highlighted by both Mark Andersen from We Are Family, an advocacy group that assists inner-city seniors in Washington, DC; and Pedro Cruz of the Georgetown Living Wage Coalition, which recently concluded a successful three-year campaign to gain living wages for workers at Georgetown University.

On Sunday, April 17, 2005, concerned and caring people will join MGJ and We Are Family to visit low-income seniors in the District of Columbia. In a city where the only public hospital recently closed, and the government continues to ignore dire needs in the public schools, activists will build a better world here at home.

MGJ first organized IMF/World Bank protests on April 16, 2000, and continues to demand that the institutions: 

1) open their board meetings to media and public scrutiny; 
2) cancel the debt burden of impoverished countries; 
3) stop imposing harmful economic conditions; and 
4) stop financing environmentally and socially destructive projects.
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